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Cannonball Express 


I wonder how many Forum 
readers remember when the Can- 
nonball Express was put on by the 
LIRR in 1895 and its engineer 
James Eichorn who served for 42 
years. 

Then there was the Greenport- 
Amagansett train, called the Cape 
Horn, which consisted of a loco- 
motive and only two cars. It ran 
on weekdays only, leaving Ama- 
gansett in the early morning and 
Greenport in the late afternoon. 

About 1903 or a little later the 
railroad also put on its camelback 
locomotives with separate cabs for 
the engineer and the fireman. 
Their wheels had a tendency to 
spin and it took them quite a 
while to get moving. I believe they 
were not a success and were fin- 
ally abandoned. 

I think the fastest of all trains 
on this railroad was the Sunrise 
Special which ran between Mon- 
tauk and New York City for sev- 
eral years during the Fisher de- 
velopment at Montauk. 

Harry B. Squires 
Bridgehamton 


Calhoun’s Statue 


In Harper’s monthly for Decem- 
ber 1850, which was over 100 years 
ago, appeared the item that “The 
statue of John C. Calhoun made 
by Powers (Hiram) for the city of 
Charleston and which was lost by 
shipwreck off Fire Island has been 
recovered and forwarded to its 
destination. The left arm was bro- 
ken off at the elbow. With this 
exception it was uninjured.” 

Perhaps some reader will know 
the particulars and write the 
Forum about it so you can authen- 
ticate this old report. 

Georgina J. Torrey 
Long Beach 


Wisteria Hall 


Could somebody verify the re- 
port that there is or was a place 
called Wisteria Hall somewhere on 
Long Island? I once read about it 
and cannot recall the source. Was 
it in a novel? 

(Mrs.) Maude B. Allen 
East Meadow 
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“Romance and @/¥larriage of 1722 


M3SS Marguerite V. Dog- 
gett, Librarian of the 
Long Island Collection in the 
Queens Borough Public Lib- 
rary in Jamaica, recently 
granted me the privilege of 
turning the pages of one of 
the smallest and rarest auto- 
biographies I ever saw. 

Its crinkled yellow cover 
measures approximately 2 x 
234, inches; there are 35 
pages; and it is thought to be 
the sole copy. 

From the flyleaf I learned 
that the book contains “The 
Matrimonial Life of Edward 
Willett With a variable Style” 
and it was printed in New 
York by E. & P. Thompson, 
No. 55 Pine Street, in 1812. 

Eighteen years prior to that 
date Edward Willett was bur- 
ied beside Aletta, his wife of 
5814 years according to the 
ancient stones embedded close 
to Grace Church in Jamaica. 
He had married Aletta, 
daughter of Katherine 
(Douw) and Samuel Clowes in 
that Parish Church May 9, 
1722. 

Genealogists, I found both 
in our Flushing Library avd 
in the Long Island Collection 
in Jamaica, differ radically on 
the forebears of this Edward 
Willett. The New York Gen- 
ealogical and Biographical Re- 
cord being recommended by 
Miss Doggett as authentic, I 
have followed its findings. 

Thomas Willett from Bris- 
tol, England, who married 
Sarah Cornell, was Edward’s 
ereat-grandfather. His son, 
Colonel Thomas Willett of 
Flushing, was baptised Nov- 
ember 26, 1645 at the Re- 
formed Dutch Church in New 
Amsterdam. About 1668 he 
married Helena Stoothoff. 
Their son, Elbert, born about 
1677, moved from Flushing to 
Jamaica. He married Johanna 
Van Varick in the Reforme4 
Dutch Chureh in New York 


Marion F. Overton 


May 13, 1701. He was Sheriff 
in 1705, dying the next year. 
To his son, Edward, who was 
born in Jamaica, February 6, 
1702, he willed “all my lands 
and tenements in the town of 
Flushing.” 

The autobiography men- 
tions no children by name. 
Notwithstanding, it is in a 
sense dedicated to them. 

“As the most Important 
part of my life has been 
attended with such circum- 
stances as carry the strongest 
evidence of being under the 
immediate direction of a de- 
vine providence, 

“I cannot without violating 
that justice that is due to it, 
avoid leaving a short account 
of it, for the contemplation o: 
my married Children; in hopes 
it may be of some use in dir- 
ecting them through the dif- 
erent stages of married life.” 

One son, Elbert, born in 
1723 who died August 19, 
1738, is buried in the Grace 
Churchyard in Jamaica. Al- 
though Aletta and Edward 
moved to Flushing one year 
and a half after their mar- 
riage, they remained in the 
Parish of Jamaica. Edward 
owned a pew in the Parish 
Church in the days when pews 


were built by the purchaser. 
In the church’s registry are 
recorded baptisms of Samuel, 
Johanna, Edward, another El- 
bert, and Marinus. I believe 
that there were other 
children. 

Marinus, born July 31, 1740, 
richly deserved the title 
American patriot. Soon after 
his birth, his parents moved 
to New York. In 1758 he took 
part in the_ expeditions 
against Fort Frontenac and 
Fort Ticonderoga. When the 
clouds of the Revolution 
lowered he became the leader 
of the Sons of Liberty. In 
1775 he was a captain in the 
First New York Regiment. 
Defeated under Montgomery 
in Canada, he held Fort Stan- 
wix in 1777 against St. Leger 
when, as 2nd in command, he 
was successful in a defending 
sortie with none of his 200 
men receiving a wound. 

A colonel by 1782, he con- 
tinued in arms until after the 
signing of the peace treaty 
when he led the final battle at 
Oswego. In the State Assem- 
bly in 1784, he was later Sher- 
iff of New York for two terms. 
Washington commissioned 
him in 1792 to make a treaty 
with the Creek Indians in 
Georgia. For one term, in 
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1807, he was Mayor of New 
York. August 22, 1830 he died 
and was buried in Trinity 
Churchyard. 

Some readers, learning of 
the son’s heroic exploits, will 
call the father’s story com- 
monplace; a few may recog- 
nize an unpolished gem. 

“When my Wife was about 
eighteen months old, and my- 
self about four years,” wrote 
Edward, “her Father was 
Clerk of Queens County, and 
mine Sheriff; the nature of 
the two offices brought on a 
familiar acquaintance between 
the two families; in so much 
that they lived without inter- 
ruption in the greatest har- 
mony of a well united family. 
In this union they took upon 
them to give us an infant 
marriage, and taught us to 
call each other Husband and 
Wife. Not long after this, God 
was pleased to take to himself 
my Father and Mother, upon 
which my Grandfather took 
the charge of me, and as soon 
as I was fit sent me to school, 
and kept me at it till I was 
sixteen years old, and as I 
was designed for a Farmer, he 
then took me from school and 
put me to the plow...” 

At eighteen, Edward was 
settled on his own farm with 
“an old Negro, two Horses, a 
Plow and Harrow; &c.’”’ One 
day, while plowing, he “saw 
a young man coming across 
the field with a gun on his 
shoulder, who soon came up to 
me.” 

That the strange youth was 
named John Clowes made no 
impression on Edward, but 
“such a liking to each other” 
was aroused before they part- 
ed that “he frequently came 
to visit me... till at length 
he insisted upon my returning 
the visits.” 

This Edward did one Satur- 
day evening finding a “very 
agreeable young Woman lean- 
ing over the door’—John’s 
sister. He remained over 
night, returning the next day 
“after Church to my Batche- 
lors Hall.” 


Continued on page 93 
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My Grandfather’s ‘ Diary 


W ITH the exception of his 

personal correspondence, 
there is probably nothing that 
reveals a man’s character and 
interests more clearly than his 
diary. This is especially true 
of those who are not in the 
public eye and therefore have 
little reason to suspect that 
their writings will someday be 
revealed to the  world-at- 
large. The day by day entries 
of such men are often likely 
to present a more accurate 
picture of contemporary times 
than the writings of men of 
more prominence who may, 
quite unknowingly, place un- 
due emphasis on items cal- 
culated to reveal them to fu- 
ture generations in the most 
favorable light. 


I am most fortunate in hav- 
ing in my possession several 
diaries kept by my grand- 
father, Isaac Coles, who was 
born at Musketa Cove (now 
Glen Cove), in 1817. He was a 
direct descendant of Daniel 
Coles, one of the original set- 
tlers of Musketa Cove, in 
1668. Isaac Coles lived in Glen 
Cove until his death, in 1897, 
and was a man of many 
talents. 


As a young man he ran a 
general store and, while thus 
employed, devoted much of his 
spare time to the study of 
land surveying, which busi- 
ness later became his prin- 
cipal occupation. In addition 
to this he acted as a real 
estate agent, served for a 
number of years as a tax as- 
sessor for the Town of Oyster 
Bay, ass‘sted the postmaster 
at Glen Cove, served a term in 
the New York State Assem- 
bly in 1862, acted as clerk for 
the State Senator from his 
district, prepared numerous 
wills, deeds and other legal 
documents for his friends and 
acquaintances in the commun- 
ity, enjoyed many hours of 
hunting and fishing, and, just 
to keep the cobwebs from 
gathering in his mind, man- 
aged to acquire a good knowl- 























Isaac Coles, From a Tintype 


edge of French, botany and 
astronomy. He did all this and 
more without the aid of elec- 
tronic devices, a _ gasoline 
buggy or any of the other 
numerous gadgets that we 
consider so essential for com- 
plete living today. 


Although some years are 
missing, I have twenty-two of 
his diaries covering as many 
years between 1861 and 1896. 
While the entries in these are 
usually very brief, they pro- 
vide an interesting glimpse at 
the life and times of rural 
Long Island during the Cur- 
rier and Ives era. 


Among other things he kept 
a day by day record of the 
weather, including the wind, 
temperature, precipitation and 
in some instances, the baro- 
metric pressure. This ante- 
dates the official records of 
the U. S. Weather Bureau by 
some years, and it is interest- 
ing to note that one of his 
great-grandsons, Mr. Stanley 
Doraldson, Jr., a meteorolo- 
gist with the Eastern Air- 
lines, is now tabulating this 


information in the hope of 
discovering weather trends of 





‘those years for comparison 


with those of today. Grand- 
father could hardly have an- 
ticipated that his observations 
would prove of interest to the 
weather men of an air age 
nearly a century in the future. 


Although space does not 
permit more than a passing 
glance at a few of the items 


‘contained in these diaries, I 


think we can review enough 
of their contents to indicate 
what a wealth of valuable ma- 
terial they contain. Although 
many of the entries have to do 
with his various journeys as a 
land surveyor, there are inter- 
spersed among these many 


Fother items that help us to 
visualize the events of the 


ime on Long Island. They 
ave to do with the day by 


‘day interests and activities of 


a man who enjoyed a very 
wide range of interests and 
lived a very active life. Some 
are humorous and a few high- 
light some of the human 
tragedies of his career. Many 
have to do with his observa- 
tion of natural phenomena 
and emphasize his deep inter- 
est in the field of science. 
Most of the entries are very 
brief, consisting of only a few 
words. These, however, tell 
far more than one might sus- 
pect from their brevity. 


On January 1, 1861, he sim- 
ply wrote: “Very Pleasant— 
Skated some.” March 19th of 
the same year he observed a 
display of the northern lights 
and described them as fol- 
lows: “A remarkable aurora 
all. evening, extending south 
of the zenith.” My father, 
Franklin A. Coles, arrived on 
the scene on August 24th and 
grandfather noted the event 
in the following manner: “A 
boy born at 2 a. m.—All well 
as could be expected.” An- 
other item of November 27 
was certainly not intended to 
imply the thought it conveys. 
It reads: ‘Killed hogs today, 
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along with William Mudge.” 

The year of 1861 was of 
course an eventful one in the 
history of the country. On 
March fourth Lincoln was in- 
augurated and the Civil War 
was soon in full progress. 
Strangely enough, however, 
there is little mention of these 
momentous events in the 
diary. Now and then he tells 
of driving to the steamboat 
landing to get news of the 
war and occasionally men- 
tions something of the prog- 
ress of the troops, but gen- 
erally there is little to suggest 
that anything unusual was 
going on beyond this little 
corner of the world. Appar- 
ently the immediate job of 
surveying and other interests 
of local nature occupied most 
of his attention and he let 
others take care of the war. 

He did travel to New York 
frequently on business. This 
meant driving to Roslyn by 
horse and buggy and then 
taking the train, or making 
the trip from Glen Cove by 
steamer. 

It was in 1861 that he was 
elected to the New York State 
Assembly and on January 
fifth, 1862, he told of leaving 
Glen Cove for Albany to take 
his oath of office. He drove 
by horse and buggy to Wil- 
liamsburg, where he left the 
horse in a stable and next day 
proceeded to Albany by rail- 
road. Upon returning to Glen 
Cove, on the eleventh, he 
came from New York on the 
steamer “Arrowsmith.” 

The weather was appar- 
ently unusually severe that 
year, both at the beginning 
and end. An entry in the diary 
for November 7 reads as fol- 
lows: “Wind N. E. — About 
sunrise it began snowing and 
continued all day, with a vio- 
lent wind. (This storm ex- 
tended from Virginia to 
Maine.) Probably the worst 
severe storm of snow for over 
50 years. The quantity of 
snow that fell was probably 
10 to 12 inches — in some 
places the drifts were 4 to 5 
feet high.” He also mentions 
that two days later, Novem- 
ber 9, it again snowed nearly 
all day. 
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On May 24th, 1868, Glen 
Cove celebrated the 200th an- 
niversary of its settlement 
and, since that date fell on 
Sunday, the festivities were 
held the next day. Grand- 
father mentions the affair 
briefly and states that there 
were probably 1500 persons 
present. This was about the 
time that the railroad line was 
extended to Glen Cove, al- 
though many of the residents 
still preferred to make the 
journey to New York by 
steamer. In his diary grand- 
father makes frequent refer- 
ences to traveling to and from 
the city on the Seawanhaka, 
which some years later was 
destroyed by fire, with the 
loss of many lives. 

A tragic note appears in the 
entries of the year 1878. This 
concerns the passing of Isaac 
Coles’ mother, Amelia Hew- 
lett Coles, who lived on the 
farm where he had been born, 
on Duck Pond Road, the main 
highway that ran from Glen 
Cove to Oyster Bay. 

The entry of April 19, 1878, 
reads as follows: “At home. 
went up to see poor old 
mother. She is very feeble and 
scarcely conscious — her 
troubles will soon be ended.” 
Under this is the entrv: 
“Mother passed away quietly 
and gently about 8 p. m.” 

On April 21st he wrote: 
“Mother was buried today. 
We saw thy sacred face for 
the last time on Earth today. 
She is Jaid away along side of 
father in the grave yard at 
Matinecock Meeting house. 
Thus the mortal part will 
mingle with the dust — but 
her spirit has winged its way 
to the home of the blest.” 

Another item appearing the 
same year again emphasizes 
grandfather’s interest in 
science. It has to do with the 
purchase of a telescone for 
use of the students at Friends 
College, now called Friends 
Academy. This school was 
started the year before by 
Gideon Frost, an enterprising 
Quaker who was familiarly 
known to all his friends as 
“Uncle Gideon.” 

Apparently grandfather pre- 


Continued on Page 89 
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“Horseshoe (Prabs cAre 


H AVE you ever stopped to 

think how horseshoe 
crabs molt? They do molt for 
that is the only way they have 
of growing. Actually by the 
time they reach two inches in 
length they have molted seven 
times. As the crab gets older 
the molting slows to once a 


year. With each molt the 
linear dimension increases 
about 25%. 


The horshoe crab is like a 
grasshopper, a beetle or a 
praying mantis in that the 
skeleton (the hard part) is on 
the outside—animals have the 
skeleton on the inside. Out- 
side - skeletoned creatures 
grow by getting out of the 
skeleton and hardening a new 
larger one in place of the old 
small one. Snakes do this way 
and we frequently come upon 
empty skins which had be- 
come too small and tight and 
from which the snakes have 
crawled to harden new and 
larger skins. 

In a molt the horseshoe crab 
gets an entirely new outer 
skin, outer coating, or outer 
garment, so to speak. He will 
have new mouth parts, new 
feet, new legs, new bristles, 
new tail, new shell—every- 
thing brand new on the out- 
side, the outside skeleton. 

Mary times we have 
watched insects molting. If 
lucky we have seen a snake 
shed its skin. But who has 
seen a horseshoe crab get out 
of its shell? Such has not been 
my experience and I am left 
to report the words of others 
more fortunate. 


Those who have seen this 
action describe it as “the 
horseshoe crab seems to crawl 
out of its own mouth.” Here 
is what happens. The front 
edges of the shell—the l!ead- 
ing edge—splits, the upper 
and lower (outer and inner) 
plates separate, and the soft 
molting creature pulls itself 
out from the old outside ske!le- 
ton which is to be discarded. 
The revw shell and skeleton is 


Julian Denton Smith 


made of chitin, just like the 
old. It hardens quickly and 
the horseshoe crab is sealed 
in new, larger quarters. The 
shells vary in color from drab- 
green thru the browns to 
black. 

Horseshoe crabs are old- 
timers on this earth for they 
have been here 300 million 





Gullseye View of Horseshoe Crab 


years. That is longer than the 
birds and the animals. And 
thru those years the crab has 
survived practically without 
change. Another creature to 
inhabit our earth for about as 
mary years is the sowbug. It, 
too, has survived with insig- 
nificant charges during the 
several million centuries. 

We see horseshoe crabs 
rather commonly on Long Is- 
land during late spring and 
early summer. They come up 
out of the sea to lay their 
eggs at the edge of the water. 
When we contemplate the hit- 
or-miss fashion of this egg 
laying, we are astounded that 
there are any horseshoe crabs 
at all! 

The first indication we have 
that the crab’s annual inva- 
sion is on is the appearance of 
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©ldtimers 


quantities of males in the 
tidal areas of our beaches and 
bays during the high spring 
tides. The great numbers of 
males seem a definite guar- 
antee that no female may ap- 
proach or pass beyond the 
tide line without the attention 
of at least one male. Days 
later the females (larger than 
the males) arrive and imme- 
diately a male attaches him- 
self to her tail. Often two or 
three males trail along after 
the same female, each grasp- 
ing the tail of the creature 
ahead. 

The females scoop out a de- 
pression in the sand an inch 
or so deep and into it deposit 
several hundred, round, green- 
ish eggs. These are promptly 
fertilized by the milt of the 
male. All adults retire from 
the spot leaving the eggs com- 
pletely exposed, unprotected 
and awaiting concealment by 
the action of the waves and 
tide in covering them with 
sand. A single female deposits 
up to 10,000 eggs during a 
season. 

This process occurs all the 
way from Mexico to Maine, 
advancing northward as the 
temperature of the water 
rises. The greatest amount of 
egg laying occurs during dark- 
ness. It may be observed oc- 
casionally in broad daylight 
and a bit more often during 
the dark, foggy weather. 

A month or two are needed 
to hatch the eggs. This de- 
pends on the warming influ- 
ence of the sun at low tides 
and the bathing of the eggs 
during higher tides. Only a 
very small percentage of the 
eggs hatch because so many 
things happen to them. Usu- 
ally salt-water fish and eels 
follow the females and eat 
the eggs as rapidly as they 
are deposited. Shore birds do 
likewise, and at later dates 
hunt out the sand-covered 
clutches to continue the feast. 
The larval stage, a'so, is at- 

Continued on page 94 
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Alonzo Horton, Connecticut 


I believe Dr. Wood was in error 
in the March Forum in stating 
that Alonzo Erastus Horton went 
from Southold in about 1849. 

The records seem to indicate 
that Horton was born Oct. 24, 
1813, at Union, Ct. When Horton 
was two years old his family 
moved to Madison County, N. Y. 
and then to Oswego County. After 
the Mexican War he was the 
founding father of Hortonville, 
Wisconsin, from where he went to 
California in 1851. 

He returned to New York in 
1856. In 1861 he returned to San 
Francisco and in 1867 became the 
founding father of San Diego. In 
1886 Theodore D. Van Dyke wrote 
of Horton in a national magazine: 
“So Alonzo Erastus Horton for a 
fact had started something. But if 
only he had broken down, say for 








E. CLAYTON SMITH 
Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 
Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 


Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 


(except Sundays and _ Holidays) 
from one to five P. MV. 
Visitors always welcome (no 


charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 


Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








POWELL 


Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway 


Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 


Monumental Work 

















Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 


UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 


Dixen Avenue Copiague 














a single afternoon and been pub- 
licly gay about it! If only his 
Connecticut instincts had allowed 
him, just once, to whoop up 
Breadway (San Diego) on a fire 
truck! We could talk about him 
then”’. 

Van Dyke was further of the 
opinion that Horton was a busi- 
ness gambler and plunger and in- 
variably won, but in the winning 
never called all to the bar to cele- 
brate. I wish we could claim him 
as a native Long Islander, but that 
honor goes to the Nutmeg State. 

Horace K. T. Sherwood 
Long Beach, Calif. 


John Reeve, Huntington? 


Could some Forum reader sup- 
ply the facts as to one Reeve, 
probably John, who was living in 
Huntington at time of his daugh- 
ter’s birth in 1856? Her name was 
Laura Higgins Reeve and she is 
buried in the Huntington Rural 
Cemetery as “Laura H. Leo.” I 
believe he was a seaman or ship’s 
officer some time between 1856 
end 1875, possibly on the Sound. 
I have heard his name in connec- 
ticn with the steamer Miss Hun- 


tington. 
Russell J. Wood 
Huntington 


Note: As Mr. Wood is with the 








Kenefit Bridge For Cenacle 


The Third Annual Benefit Bridge 
for the Cenacle Building Fund, 
Lake Ronkonkoma, is to be held at 
the Roosevelt Hotel, New York, 
Saturday afternoon at 2:00 o’clock, 
May 14. Tickets $1.50. Write to 
Box 187, Lake Ronkonkoma. Adv. 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 

The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tained by addressing her at the 
Library. 
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armed forces in Korea, replies 
sent to him care of the Forum will 
be forwarded. 


Old Mansion of Beauroux 


The Forum has had an inquiry 
as to the location on Long Island 
of the above place, and would ap- 
preciate information sent us by 
readers who have heard of it, 
which we have not. Editor. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 


George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 
AM 4-1688 AM 4-3140 














Schrafel Motors, Inc. 


NASH Sales and Service 
NEW and USED CARS 
Merrick Road, West Amityville 
Leo F, Schrafel AM 4-23 06 


























Your Family History 
Start it now with our Simplified 
Worksheets and Directions. 


Complete Set, punched for three- 
ring binder, postpaid $1.... 


GIDEON STIVERS 
Box 382 Riverhead, L. I. 











The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 

A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1 to5 P.M. 
Sponsored by 
HALLERAN AGENCY 


Realtors Flushing, N.Y. 








First Mortgage Loans 


Phone FArmingdale 2-2000 





Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


2?% Dividend 


Insured Savings 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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“How a S lave ‘Won °His Greedom 


I? is always a pleasure to 

find another tale con- 
nected with our family. Now, 
thanks to Mr. Milton Davis, I 
have come across a tale which 
is entirely new to me. 


About 1795 my great- 
grandfather Thomas S&S. 
Strong, who lived at Mount 
Misery (now Belle Terre), 
had his home destroyed by 
fire. It has always been said 
that he and his family were 
at the dinner table when 
someone rushed in crying 
that the house was ablaze. I 
have often wondered if it 
was struck by lightning, as 
his daughters were always 
afraid in a thunder storm 
after the event. 


Accounts say that it burned 
so rapidly that very little 
could be saved. But it seems 
that a certain trunk was res- 
cued by a slave who rushed 
into the blazing structure at 
great risk to his life. My 
great-grandfather valued the 
contents of the trunk so 
hichly that, in appreciation of 
the slave’s act, he gave him 
his freedom. It is probable 
that some of the many old 
documents and records that 
I have in my collection were 
in that trunk. One paper, da- 
ted in the late 1600s ard 
signed by Andrew Miller, de- 
fines the boundaries of cer- 
tain lands. Another paper 
bears the signature of the 
above Thomas S. Strone’s 
grandfather Thomas, who 
was a Justice. 


To return to the slave who 
won his freedom, this new 
status seems to have changed 
his simple nature to some ex- 
tent for thereafter he gave 
his full names as follows: 
Capt. Bartlett Sanford Conk- 
lin Keeter Petty Strong Davis 
Norton Swezey Brown Mark 
Antony Buck. He even gave 
this name to the census taker. 
Althouch he lived to be a very 
old man he never tired of de- 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


scribing how he had saved 
Master Thomas Strong’s 
trunk. 

My _ great - grandfather 
seems to have had quite a 
number of slaves. In the 
Brookhaven town records of 
1798 and later I find that he 
freed slaves known by the fol- 
lowing names: Keder, Susan, 
Killis, Abel, Rose, Akerly, 
Unice and Barcas. He also re- 
corded as children of his 
slaves Rachel, Tamar, Cealia 
and Ellen. The slave burying 
ground was on the hill behind 
his house, the graves marked 
with fieldstones bearing no 
names. 


There was a town law pro- 


hibiting the freeing of slaves 
unless they were in good 
health and between the ages 
of 12 and 50. The town was 
running no risk of having to 
support them. My great- 
great - grandfather Selah 
Strong had at least one slave 
run away. His name was Saul 
and he was to have been be- 
queathed his freedom, but 
during the 1790s Saul joined 
a ship’s crew and_ sailed 
away. And when he learned 
that his own son was plan-. 
ning to catch him when the 
ship returned to New York 
and Saul went to the ship’s 
owners to get his wages, Saul 
simply jumped to another 
ship and sacrificed his wages 
for his freedom. 





Grandfather’s Diary 


Continued From Page 86 


vailed upon Uncle Gideon to 
provide the funds for the 
building of a 4-inch portable 
telescope for use at the school. 
Grandfather was more than 
happy to find a suitable tele- 
score maker and to see that 
the work was properly ex- 
ecuted. There are several en- 
tries mentioning journeys to 





Old Glen Cove Buildings 


New York to inspect the work 
which was being done by a 
man named Mr. J. Byrne. The 
following entry of February 
25th reads: “Went to New 
York to see about the tele- 
scope for Gideon’s School— 
Called on L. M. Rutherford, 
175 Second Ave., he said he 
had examined and tested the 
obiective and found it to be 
well figured and its perform- 
Continued on page 93 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey ‘Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
90 Broadway Tel. Hicksville 600 








Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 

Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 

Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











Tel. FReeport 8-0495 


PATTERSON - MILLER, 
Inc. 
APPRAISERS 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Brokers 
24 So. Grove St. Freeport, N. Y. 














Latest Dividend Declared 
at the rate of 


DF sun 


Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 
Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Our Public Schools 


In colonial times, there was an 
attempt to establish universal 
education in New Netherlands 
through public elementary schools 
under the joint control and sup- 
port of the Dutch Reformed 
Church and civil authorities. 

After 1674 when England took 
permanent possession of the col- 
ony, this ideal of universal educa- 
tion suffered a great set back. 
Instead of public supported schools, 
endowed Latin grammar schools 
under the direction of the upper 
classes restricted education to a 
small group. 

As later groups came to the new 
world, increased political power 
was given to the common people 
and the attitude towards educa- 
tion became broader and more 
democratic. Although temporarily 
delayed by the Revolution, in 1784 
the Legislature created the body 
known as the Regents of the Univ- 
ersity of the State of New York, 
a corporation authorized to charter 
and control all institutions of 
secondary and higher education 
established in the state. In 1787 
the law was amended and the Re- 
gents were “empowered to visit 
and inspect, all the colleges and 
academies to be established in this 
state”. 

In 1795, the Legislature passed 
an act “for the purpose of estab- 
lishing common schools in the 
state for a five year period as an 
experiment with support of state 
funds.” This law was not renewed 
in 1800. However, upon the appeals 
of the Regents and various gover- 
nors, especially Governor Clinton, 
a fund for educational purposes 
was established from the sale of 
unappropriated state lands, in- 
come from lotteries, and certain 
bank stock and other assets auth- 
orized by the Legislature. 

Since the Regents did not con- 
cern themselves with the common 
schools, a committee was formed 
to enact a plan for the manage- 
ment of these schools, and the dis- 
tribution of the income from the 
state school fund. The report of 
this committee was enacted as the 
Education Law of 1812. It divided 
the towns into school districts with 
elected trustees to take care of its 
schools »nd share of the money; 
and it also created the office of 
the superintendent of the com- 
mon schools. 


Gideon Hawley was appointed 
the first superintendent and 
worked out an effective system of 
administration and supervision. He 
became a victim of politics and 
was replaced in 1821 by a suc- 
cessor whose methods were so un- 
satisfactory that the storm of pro- 
tests caused the Legislature to 

Continued on next page 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
185 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 





Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage \ 
Estates East of Huntington \ 

Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-932 / 


Huntington 
HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 








Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 








_ Glen Head \ 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance j 


25 Glen Head Road 
Telephone GLen Cove 4-0491 
“Bay Shere i 








Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
83 E.Main,BayShore 7-0876 & 0877 
ia 
ROBERT E. 0’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islir 


Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 











W. E. MAGEE, Ince. 


Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 
Robert Snyder 


Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 





Glen Cove 





HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 





Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 








Floral Park 





EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 





Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 








East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 


Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 





North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


" BENS T. WEST 


Real Estate -Insurance 


EAST /ETAUKET 
Long island, New York 
* Tel. 101 Setauket a 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















abolish the office three months 
later. 

The duties of the office were 
transferred to the Secretary of 
State who continued to serve as 
the superintendent of common 
schools until 1854 when the Legis- 
lature created an independent De- 
partment of Public Instruction, 
with a Superintendent in charge 
who was elected by joint ballots 
of both Houses of the Legislature. 

There were now two systems of 
educational administration in the 
state! The revised law of 1864 
gave both the Regents and the 
Superintendent some supervisory 
power over schools with academic 
departments. This system proved 
so unsatisfactory that in 1904 a 
Unification Act was passed. This 
Act abolished the administrative 
officers of both agencies, and pro- 
vided for a new official called the 
Commissioner of Education, to 
verform the duties of both. The 
Commissioner was to be the 
“Executive Officer of the Board of 
Regents”, but each agency re- 
tained its separate duties. 

In 1910, and in subsequent re- 
visions of the Education Law, the 
University of the State of New 
York was recognized as the State 
Education Department, and since 
then, the Regents have been de- 
clared as the head of the Depart- 
ment, and in charge of all levels 
and types of education. The Re- 
gents became trustees of the State 
Museum back in 1845. In 1915 the 
Divicion of Archives and History 
wis added. In 1927 the Division of 
Motion Pictures was added. At 
various dates the Regents were 
placed in charge of certain Scien- 
tific end Historic Institutions, and 
special schools, such as Schools for 
the Deaf, Schools for the Blind, 
Schools for the Physically Handi- 
capped, etc. 

The most recent revision of the 
Education Law was made in 1952, 
and is so complex that it requires 
three volumes of McKinney’s Con- 
solidated Laws of New York to 
record it. 

Margaret Herrmann 
Islip 


Note: Mrs. Herrmann, a member 
of the faculty of the Islip High 
School, prepared the foregoing at 
the request of the editor. 


Pamphlets Invaluable 


May I say that the Forum’s 
pamphlets on The Long Island 
Indian, Long Island Whalers, and 
The Thirteen Tribes, have been of 
invaluable aid in supplying infor- 
mation about Long Island history 
to our ever-growing school classes. 

Joseph Eisner 
Reference Librarian 
Hicksville Public Library 


East Quogue 





GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 





Wantagh 





W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 





Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 


Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 








Garden City 


BELALEY 6 [ORTON (9. 


OE 





““Brooklyn and Long Island’s Largest 
Real Estate Organization’’ 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 








**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


PAtchogue 38-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
Riverhead 8-2948  HEmpstead 2-3966 
BAbylon 6-2020 SOuthampton 1-346 
Brliport 7-0604  STony Brook 7.0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Save at Southold 


Latest Dividend 


23 


Plus %% extra per annum 


Bank by Mail 
WE PAY POSTAGE 
BOTH WAYS 


The Oldest Savings Bank in Suf- 
folk County. Incorporated 1858. 


Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 





Miller Place 


ALFRED E. BEYER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Member, Suffolk Real Estate Board 
North Country Road Miller Place 
Tel. POrt Jefferson 8-1204 


Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 

















EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 
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Robert A. Dodd 

General Insurance 
Real Estate 


RAYMOND A. SWEENEY 
66 Merrick Rd., Copiague AMityville 4-1961 




















Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














INSURANCE 
Ask 


EDWARDS 


The Oldest Agency 
for Miles Around 


Phones 
SAyville 4-2107 - 4-2108 














GLEN FLOORS 


FRED CAPOBIANCO 
Broadloom - Linoleum 
Tile 
Shades and Blinds 
BABYLON GLEN COVE 
HICKSVILLE 




















The Geology of Long Island 


Under the above title a pam- 
phlet is to be published shortly 
by the Long Island Forum and The 
Little Museum of Glen Cove. It is 
by Robert R. Coles, Contributing 
Editor of the Forum, head of The 
Little Museum and former head 
of The Hayden Planetarium in 
New York City. It will be a limited 
edition of only 500 numbered cop- 
ies and will sell at $1. Orders may 
be sent either to the Forum, 
Amityville, or The Little Museum, 
Glen Cove. 

As readers of the Forum know, 
Mr. Coles writes in a very clear, 
concise way, with a minimum use 
of scientific and technical terms, 
thus making his work suitable for 
the average reader, as well as for 
classroom use. 

Mr. Coles’ knowledge of the 
island’s geology is based on long 
and thorough study, as well as 
personal observation in the field. 
He has taught the subject and has 
spoken before numerous audiences 
on this subect as well as on as- 
tronomy, in which field he has 
spent many years professionally. 


Dutch Broadway 


In a recent issue you asked 
where “Dutch Broadway” was. Up 
until recent times, that is within 
the last several years, it ran from 
Elmont road to Corona avenue in 
North Valley Stream. It has now 
been extended on both ends and 
runs from Franklin avenue on the 
east to Queens County line and the 
later extension is called New 
Dutch Broadway. 

Willard J. Davies, M.D. 
Rockville Centre 


Smith House, Centre Island 


The picture of the Thomas Smith 
house in the March issue was one 
I have always wanted. Raymond 
Smith, a relative of mine who 
lived in Oyster Bay, promised me 
one but passed on before he could 
deliver. Just another example of 
Forum coverage. 

Charles W. Smith 
Glenside, Pa. 


Millions of Codfish 


Forum fishermen will probably 
be interested to know that in Feb- 
ruary of 1895 ten million young 
tomcods were planted in Peconic 
Bay at New Suffolk. They had 
come from the State Fish Hatch- 
ery at Cold Spring Harbor in re- 
sponse to an application made by 
W. H. Grant, proprietor of the 
Grant House. ¢@ 

Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood 
Senior Contributing Editor 


SILK WORTH 
Long Island Real Estate 
for more than 40 years 
Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7-3646. 








LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Want Old L. I. 


580 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 
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Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 
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Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 
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Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street BEllport 7-0143 
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LONG ISLANDERS 





Everything tor Building 


Massau Suffolk 


LUMBER & SUPPLY 
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WESTBURY WANTAGH 
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Grandfather’s Diary 


Continued from page 89 


ance good—in fact first rate— 
showing all objects that an 
objective of that size is capa- 
ble of doing.” 

On February 28 grand- 
father brought the completed 
instrument from New York to 
Glen Cove. He did not take it 
to the school, however, until 
the fourteenth of May, some 
two and a half months later. 
A'though not mentioned in 
his diary, I am convinced that 
the telescope did not remain 
idle all that time. 

An interesting sidelight on 
grandfather’s interest in as- 
tronomy came to my attention 
many years after his death, 
when I happened to have 
luncheon one day in New York 
with Dr. Henry Norris Rus- 
sell, then head of the astron- 
omy department at Princeton 
University, and a man who is 
recognized as one of the great- 
est astronomers this country 


has ever produced. During our 
conversation Dr. Russell asked 
if, by any chance,I was related 
to a gentleman named Isaac 
Coles from Glen Cove, who, 
when he was a boy, had shown 
him a telescope and talked to 
him about the wonders of the 
heavens. Dr. Russell told me 
that that incident of his child- 
hood had been one of the most 
important factors that helped 
to inspire his interest in as- 
tronomy, in which field he 
Jater became such an author- 
ity. It was most gratifying to 
me to learn that grandfather, 
through his great love of the 
stars had helped start this 
man down the royal road to 
fame as an expert in his 
chosen field of astronomy. 





Romance and Marriage 


Continued from page 84 


Alternate visits continuing, 
Edward being “led by a happy 
impulse to a strict observa- 
tion of the conduct of this 
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agreeable young woman in her 
Fathers family ... I concluded 
that this must be the very 
person providence had al- 
lotted”’ and addressed “her in 
terms of an unexperienced 
lover.” 


Regardless of Aletta ‘“‘de- 
claring her attachment to a 
single life’ and playing “a 
loose game with me for near 
a year,” at last “our panting 
hearts mutually engaged each 
other.” 

Mr. Clowes being away at 
the time, “I first applied my- 
self to her mother for her con- 
sent, which was no sooner 
asked than granted; upon 
which the old Gentlewoman 
gave me the history of our 
infant marriage, with her ob- 
servations how wonderfully 
providence had brought us to- 
gether; and upon the return 
of the old Gentleman all mat- 
ters being settled . .. soon 
brought on the happy nuptial 








MORTGAGE MONEY 
HOME OWNERS 





Mortgage Loans to refinance existing mortgages 


or to purchase and/ or renovate homes 











INDIVIDUAL MORTGAGE HOLDERS 


Existing mortgages purchased or refinanced 


RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 
RIVERHEAD. 


N. Y. 


RIVERHEAD 8-3600 
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day ...my Wife not quite 
seventeen years old and my- 
self not quite twenty. 


“Being now agreeable to 
laws of God and man, happily 
joined together . . . God was 
pleased to bless us with a 
spirit leading to a religious 
life; and though we were 
babes in the school of Christ, 
we became members of the 
Church of England soon after 
our marriage, and invariably 
walked heart and hand to- 
gether to the house of God 
near fifty-eight years and a 
half without once turning our 
backs on the Lord’s table from 
any cause that ever occurred. 

“From this happy begin- 
ning we had a comfortable 
hope of being fixed upon the 
Rock of ages; from which the 
next thing to be considered 
was how to order the things 
of time, and the things of 
Eternity, so that they should 
not interfere with each 
other... 

“If at any time a disjointed 
clashing of opinion happened 
between us, we carefully 
avoided adding fuel to in- 
crease a flame, but with the 
greatest care let it die in its 
own embers; from which prac- 
tice we were happily pre- 
served from those unhappy 
broils that too often happen 
in a married life.” 

The “Matrimonial Life of 
Edward Willett’ concludes 
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with “My Wifes Epitaph” and 
“My Epitaph”, but I have 
chosen for my conclusion his 
perfect tribute to his wife. 


Alone after Aletta’s death, 
October 3, 1780, and looking 
back on their 5814 years to- 
gether he wrote of her: “one 
of the best of women, and the 
kest of wives; no comfort 
could a man receive from a 
woman, but I had it from her; 
and as we met in love, we 
parted in love.” 


Horseshoe Crabs 


Continued from Page 87 


tractive to fish and birds. It is 
said that some people con- 
sider the eggs a great delic- 
acy. 

The eggs of the horseshoe 
crab possess remarkable vital- 
ity. One cluster was forgotten 
in a laboratory jar and came 
to no one’s attention almost a 
year later, when they were 
given ordinary, usual living 
conditions. The eggs re- 
sponded normally and hatched 
in due time. For shipment to 
England the eggs are packed 
in seaweed. No matter how 
fast or slow the transporta- 
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thun, they always arrive in a 
healthy condition. 

As soon as hatched the 
young horseshoe crabs take 
to the water and feed on mi- 
nute marine organisms. They 
molt several times during the 
first summer and by the end 
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of the first year are about one 
inch in length. Altho horse- 
shoe crabs breathe thru gills, 
the adults are capable of ex- 
isting slightly more than 24 
hours out of water. 

Small marine worms are a 
staple item of diet for the 
larger crabs. The adults en- 
joy clams, especially the com- 
mercially important soft clam, 
and sometimes clean out en- 
tire beds. From observation 
and experiment at Newbury- 
port, Mass., it seems horse- 
shoe crabs are able to locate 
clams at least two or three 
feet away. 

Once beyond the egg and 
larva the horseshoe crab ap- 
parently has no natural en- 
emies with the exception of 
two fish—the devil ray and 
the swordfish. These eat the 
crab regularly and without be- 
ing pressed for food. Other- 
wise the shell, acting like a 
plate of armor, gives com- 
plete protection to the crea- 
ture within. Even barnacles 
do not attach themselves to 
the living shell. This must be 
due to the constant activity 
of the crab in digging, bur- 
rowing and working the sand 
on the ocean bottom. 

The name “crab” attached 
to this creature is, of course, 
a mistake for the individual is 
more closely related to the 
spiders than to the crabs. The 
mistake parallels that of ielly- 
fish which is no fish at_all. 

The eyes of the horseshoe 
crab are compound, like those 
of an insect rather than the 
single organ of the animals. 
The tail, which does not an- 
pear until the first molt, is 
interesting in that it seems 
to have one single use—to 
gain leverage to turn the crab 
over from its back to an up- 
right position. The tail is not 
used aggressively. 

I have not seen this, but I 
learn on excellent authority 
that horseshoe crabs swim on 
their backs, using the feet and 
gills as propelling forces. It is 
said the swimming is graceful 
and in no wise suggestive of 
the awkward, clumsy gait on 
foot. If this swimming on the 
back is true, then the horse- 
shoe crab would surely need 


his tail to right himself when 
beached, stranded or fouled. 
_ Horseshoe crabs are not be- 
lieved to frequent water over 
50 feet in depth. I think they 
stay off shore of Long Island 
over winter as this December 
(1954) I have come upon two 
on the beach. Both crabs had 
been overturned and partially 
eaten by gulls. 


Other common names for 
the horseshoe crab are sword- 
tail and pan crab. The Latin 
name is Limulus. The North 
American Indian ate this crab 
and used the pointed tail to 
tip his fish spears. In Dela- 
ware Bay the crab is caught 
in arrangements of nets, simi- 
lar to our fish pounds, and are 
ground up for fertilizer. Egg- 
laden females, broken or 
hacked apart, bait lobster and 
eel pots. The discarded or shed 
shells make handy utensils for 
bailing out boats. 

Because so very little is 
known concerning the abun- 
dance and the migratory hab- 
its of the horseshoe crab the 
Clam Investigations service at 
Newburyport, Mass., is tag- 
ging the crab. In the last 
three summers over 1700 have 
been tagged. If you should 
find one of the tagged crabs, 
carefully read the tag and 
please report your find in the 
manner requested. Such co- 
operation on your part will be 
of tremendous value to the 
service. 

One of the great aims of 
everything that lives is to sur- 
vive. How extremely well the 
horseshoe crab has done just 
that! Millions of years ago 
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Europe was the center of the 
horseshoe crab _ population. 
When the continent rose up 
out of the sea, the crabs 
spread eastward and west- 
ward. Now there are two re- 
gions of horseshoe crab popu- 
lation—the east coast of Asia 
from India to Japan, and the 
east coast of North America 
from Yucatan to Maine. 


For one creature to suc- 
cessfully survive on this earth 
for at least 300 million years 
with virtually no change in 
its make-up seems beyond 
comprehension. Certainly that 
creature must fit very defin- 
itely into the scheme of 
things—yet the part played 
by the horseshoe crab does 
not suggest importance at any 
point. I wonder what balance 
of Nature would be upset if 
suddenly the horseshoe crab 
ceased to exist! 


Oyster Bay’s Slaves 


Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs of Bethpage 
surprised me and I feel certain 
many other Forum readers by tell- 
ing the story (in February Forum) 
of “Black Tom, Oyster Bay Slave.” 
The case of this Negro not only 
shows the lack of racial prejudice 
among early Long Islanders, but 
reflects credit on Black Tom’s race 
many generations before freedom 
was the usual thing. 

It is possible that the prevalence 
of the Friends’ Society and a broad 
acceptance of its doctrines by non- 
Quakers had something to do with 
this laudable condition. 

Dr. Stanley Arata 
Elmont 





Both the wife and I enjoy the 
Forum even as much as Dad did. 
He started the Forum habit and 
we would never drop it. Good as 
ever. J. Robert Bailey Jr., Patch- 
ogue. 
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A. King’s Ransom In Rare Jewelry 


Fabulous is not too strong a 
word to describe the unique jewelry 
collection of the Traphagen School 
of Fashion. In these exotic pieces— 
and there are hundreds of them— 
embellished with chunky amber 
and coral, smooth crystal, jade, 
turquoise, pearls, and other pre- 
cious and semi-precious stones, the 
shimmer of silver predominates 
over the glitter of gold, reflecting 
the cultures of the countries of 
their origin. Among those repre- 
sented are India, China, Siam, 
Tibet, Zanzibar, Somaliland, Nor- 
way, Esthonia, Iceland, and many 
other rich and glamorous lands of 
the East and of South America. 
Included also are carefully docu- 
mented examples of American In- 
dian silver jewelry from earliest 
times to the present. 


By invitation this Traphagen col- 
lection has been exhibited at the 
American Museum of Natural His- 
tory in New York, and various 
pieces have likewise been shown in 
other major museums. The photo- 
graph shown here was made when 
the late Michelle Murphy of the 
Brooklyn Museum viewed the 
Traphagen jewelry in anticipation 
of an exhibit, planned by her but 
decreed by fate never to materi- 
alize. 


It is the hope recently expressed 
by Ethel Traphagen, the school’s 
director, that these valuable assets 
to American fashion may one day 
have wider scope. As to this future, 
Miss Traphagen is searching now 
for the correct solution to the prob- 
lem of perpetuating these museum 
collections, which besides jewelry 
include over 1000 period costumes, 
thousands of dolls, fans, buttons 
and all types of accessories, the 
extremely valuable art reference 
library and her celebrated school 


MAY 1955, 


as an integral whole which can 
continue for the benefit and inspir- 
ation of future generations for 
which these were assembled by her 
and her husband, W. R. Leigh. 
Meanwhile, there are always in- 
teresting displays of student work 
from sketches to finished garments, 
geographic and period costumes, 
art and art objects on view at 
Traphagen and vistors are wel- 
come to drop in and see them in 
the school’s galleries at 1680 
Broadway (52d St.), New York. 
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Major Ghomas Wickes, “Patriot 
H. P. Horton 


FROM a pamphlet written 
some years ago by Nor- 
man Adams Hanan for the 
Major Thomas Wickes Chap- 
ter of the N.S. D. A. R., we 
are using the following facts 
with the permission of the 
author. The pamphlet, entitled 
“Major Thomas Wickes and 
the Little Neck Farm,” tells of 
the interesting life of this 
heroic Patriot of the Revolu- 
tionary era. He was born in 
Huntington, the only son of 
Eliphalet and Jemima Scudder 
Wickes, August 10, 1744, and 
vas descended from Captain 
Thomas Wickes (or Weekes), 
one of Huntington’s patentees 
in 1653 and who three years 
later participated in the 
town’s “second purchase” 
from the Matinecocs, covering 
a tract extending from North- 
_port harbor to the Nissequog 
river. 


Major Thomas Wickes in 
1762 married Sarah Brush 
who died the following year, 
and in 1767 married Abigaile 
Van Wyck, daughter of Bar- 
ent Van Wyck of Oyster Bay. 
Thomas, who served as town 
surveyor and as county com- 
missioner of highways, was 
among the earliest Long Is- 
landers to join the movement 
against British oppression 
which led to the Revolution. 
In 1775 he was elected chair- 
man of his town’s Committee 
of Safety and helped organize 
a regiment of Colonial Volun- 
teers. Following the first open 
fighting in and around Bos- 
ton, he became chairman of 
Huntington’s War Committee 
and in that cavacity reported 
to General Washington that 
thirteen British foraging 
ships had been sighted off 
Eaton’s Neck. 

Several months before the 
battle of Long Island in Au- 
rust, 1776, he brought about 
the conviction of one Israel 
Young and two confederates 
for counterfeiting Continental 
currency. He organized the 
town’s Minute Men and cap- 
tained the Fifth Company in 
Colonel Jacob Smith’s regi- 


ment, under General Na- 
thaniel Woodhull. 
Following the battle of 


Long Island and the occupa- 
tion of Huntington and other 
island communities by British 
troops, Thomas refused to 
sign Governor William Try- 
on’s oath of allegiance to the 
King. Instead, under cover of 
darkness he and Abigail, with 
their five children, left Hunt- 
ington by boat for Norwalk, 
Ct., where three of the chil- 
dren shortly thereafter died 
of disease. A fourth died later 
but the oldest son, Eliphalet, 
survived to become a courier 
for the American forces, and 
later a successful lawyer. 
During the war, Thomas 
made frequent trips to Long 
Island as a spy and to raise 
funds for the American cause 
to which he also made a large 
personal loan. It was while 
stationed at Fairfield, Ct., 
that he received his commis- 
sion as Major. He also served 
as Department Commander 
General of Purchases in the 
Quartermaster Corps and was 
a member of the New York 
State Assembly from 1777 to 
1783. Meanwhile his large 
Huntington farm was appro- 
priated by his Tory brother- 
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in-law, Captain Thomas Van 
Wyck who there billeted his 
company of the King’s Militia. 

In 1783, however, at the 
close of the war Wickes re- 
trieved his badly damaged 
property and was appointed 
Suffolk’s high sheriff by Gov- 
ernor Clinton. Some years 
later he was elected to serve 
as such again from 1791 to 
1795, the year of his retire- 
ment. Resigning as a trustee 
of the Huntington Presby- 
terian Church which he had 
helped restore after the war, 
he purchased a large farm in 
the town of Flushing, on Lit- 
tle Neck, also known at vari- 
ous times as Cornbury, Little 
Madnan’s Neck, and Hicks’ 
Point. 

It was to this large farm, 
which the Major acquired 
January 11, 1796, that he gave 
most of his time thereafter 
until 1813 when he disposed 
of the property to Wyant Van 
Zandt for $25,000. In 1835 it 
was purchased by George 
Douglas for which family, 
many years later, Douglaston 
and Douglas Manor were 
named. 

As for the Wickes farm- 
house, now standing at 126 
West Drive, in Douglaston, it 
is still in excellent shape de- 
spite its more than 200 years. 
It is believed to have been 
built by a member of the 
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Hicks family, original paten- 
tees of the property in 1666. 
After disposing of the farm, 
Major Thomas Wickes located 
at Jamaica where he died No- 
vember 20, 1819, and where, 
too, he was buried. 


Mattituck School of 1790 


Among some old family account 
books some years ago we found 
the original subscription list, 
dated May 10, 1790, for a new 
school in the Mattituck school dis- 
trict which then, it seems, extend- 
ed from near the present railroad 
crossing on Sound avenue to be- 
yond the Manor Lane in North- 
ville. The building was erected on 
the south side of the highway, a 
little to the west of the old Egypt 
school which came later. The land 
was donated by James Hallock 
(1762-1852). 

“We the subscribers,” reads the 
subscription list, “do agree to 
Build A School house upon the 
North East Corner Of James Hal- 
lock Land, length Eighteen Foot 
Breadth Fourteen foot”. (We have 
clarified the spelling). The sign- 
ers all of whom contributed money, 
materials or labor, were: Jacob 
Aldrich, Zacharias Hallock, Caleb 
Hallock, Benjamin Goldsmith Jr., 
Asa Corwin, Samuel Tuthill Jr., 
Ezra Halliock, James Halliock, 
Selah Corwin, William Simons and 
James Reeve. 


As an interesting sequel to the 
above subscription list, we have 
also seen the original school regis- 
ter of this same district for 1827. 
The school had probably been en- 
larged by then as fifty-three pu- 
pils attended that year. The list 
contains numerous Hallocks, name- 
ly: Isaiah, Charity, Wells, Caleb, 
Evander, Edwin, Joel B., Laurence, 
Jared, Patience, Jacob, Mary, 
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Helen, Samuel, Fanny and Zach- 
ariah 3rd. 

There were also quite a few 
Aldrich children, as follows: So- 
phronia, Ann M., Harry, Elisha, 
Catharine, Abagil, Deborah, and 
Gilson. Those named Reeve were 
Franklin, Joanna, Hannah, Julia 
Ann, Betsey and Sally. The Si- 
mons family was represented by 
Clarinda, William S., Selden, 
Henry and Francis, and_ the 
Downs family by Daniel and Irad. 

There were Samuel, Thomas, 
Daniel and Betsey Hudson; also 
David and William T. Horton, and 
Eli W., Youngs and George Howell. 
Besides all these were Sylvester 
Randall, Elizabeth Cooper, Reeve 
Williamson, George Corwin, James 
Brown and Charles Cox. 

Listed also were those who 
brought wood for the school stove 
as follows: John, Bethuel, David 
and Benjamin Hallock, Daniel 
Downs, Gershom Aldrich, Edmund 
Reeve, Jonathan Howell and Dan- 
iel Hudson. The names of all the 
pupils appear in a little homemade 
book which was found in the How- 
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ell homestead, giving reason to 
think that the teacher, whose 
name is not mentioned, may have 
been a Howell. 
Bessie L. Hallock 
Riverhead 


Note: The foregoing informa- 
tion was contained in a letter sent 
the Forum some years ago by Miss 
Halloek. 


The Islip Clocks 


A story in an Islip paper by the 
town historian purporting to tell 
about the Clock family there 
jumps from the early 1700’s to the 
late 1800’s. Weren’t there any 
important Clocks in Islip town in 
the interim? M. W. D. Note: Yes, 
Seth R. Clock was Bay Shore’s 
first postmaster. Selah T. Clock 
was a very prominent oyster 
planter and shipper. 


George R. Van Allen, Malverne 
historian, did a good job with his 
story The Rise of Malverne, in 
March number. (Mrs.) Grace I. 
Lefferts, Brooklyn. 
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The Cenacle, Lake Ronkonkoma 


The Cenacle at Lake Ronkon- 
koma, a retreat for women, girls 
and children irrespective of re- 
ligious faith, was made possible 
about 50 years ago, when Miss 
Maude Adams gave her large 
estate “Sandy Garth,” for the 
purpose. 

It is one of a number of Catholic 
convents in this country which 
stem from the mother Cenacle 
founded shortly after 1800 in 
southern France. The Lake Ron- 
konkoma Cenacle will hold its 
third annual bridge party for the 
Cenacle Building Fund at _ the 
Hotel Roosevelt in New York City 
on Saturday, May 14, at 2:00 p.m. 
Tickets at $1.50 may be obtained 
by writing to Box 187, Lake 
Ronkonkoma. 


Southampton Historic Tour 


Forum readers will undoubtedly 
be interested in a series of his- 
toric tours which will be put on by 
the Southampton Historical Mus- 
eum during the coming summer 
months. On Saturday, June 25, his- 
toric homes and gardens of the 
town, including North Sea, Water 
Mill and other communities, will 
be open to groups sponsored by a 
committee under the chairmanship 
of Mrs. J.loyd Dewey, Box 22, 
Hampton Bays. Tickets $2 50. 

Also during June, at the Museum 
cn Meeting House lane, near Main 
street, Southampton, an_ exhibit 
lasting several weeks, from 10:30 
to 4:30 daily, will feature a display 
of the Corning Glass Co.’s early 
American glass, which recently 
completed a two years’ tour of 
European cities. 

July 14 and 15 a Hebby Show 
will be staged in the High School 
auditorium for the benefit of the 
Old Country Store at the Mvceum, 
and during August there will be a 
special Indian exhibit. 
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